W W) 13 Common WordPress Mistakes Newbies
Make and How to Avoid Them

A Guide to Building a Successful WordPress Website in 2025

Starting a WordPress website can be an overwhelming experience, with numerous choices
that can lead to costly mistakes and hinder your site's successl.

As a beginner, it's easy to fall into common traps like choosing the wrong platform, ignoring
security, or skipping essential setup tasks. These errors can result in slow speeds, security
risks, and unhappy visitors.

This guide outlines the most common mistakes and provides expert advice on how to avoid
them, turning potential pitfalls into stepping stones for success.

1. Choosing the Right Platform: WordPress.org vs. WordPress.com

One of the first and most critical decisions is the platform you use5. Many beginners confuse
WordPress.com and WordPress.org, which can limit a site's growth6.

* WordPress.org [Recommended): This is a self-hosted solution that gives you
complete control over your website. You get access to thousands of themes and
plugins, the freedom to monetize your site how you wish, and full control over SEO.
You will need to select a hosting provider, with reliable options including Bluehost,
SiteGround, and WP Engine.

e WordPress.com: This is @ managed platform with significant limitations. It has restricted
customization and plugin access, places WordPress branding on free plans, and has
monetization restrictions.

Which WordPress platform should you choose for your website?

AV'S’

WordPress.org WordPress.com

Offers full control and Provides managed service
customization with limitations



2. Avoiding Unnecessary Purchases

New users are often bombarded with upsells from domain registrars and hosting providers.
It's important to know what you actually need to save money.

e What You Need:
¢ A basic domain name (S10-15/year).

e A standard hosting plan (S5-15/month)].
o A free SSL certificate, which can be obtained from Let's Encrypt.
e Money-Saving Strategies:
e Start with free themes and essential plugins. Many plugins, like Yoast SEO, offer

robust free versions.

e Avoid premium add-ons like "professional” email services and website security
packages until your site grows and generates revenue.

How to manage WordPress expenses effectively?

A
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Essential Expenses Non-Essential Expenses
Focus on basic needs to Defer until site growth
start

3. Choosing Cheap or Slow Hosting

Choosing the cheapest hosting available is a common mistake that can be costly later on.
Poor hosting leads to slow page speeds, frequent website downtime, and security
vulnerabilities.

Since Google prioritizes fast-loading websites, your hosting speed directly impacts your
search engine rankings. Investing in reliable hosting from providers like WP Engine,
SiteGround, Kinsta, or Cloudways will improve user experience and search rankings.



Choose the right hosting for your WordPress website

A
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Cheap Hosting Reliable Hosting
Leads to slow speeds, Improves user experience
downtime, and security and search rankings
issues

4. Choosing the Right Theme

Your WordPress theme is the foundation of your site's design and functionality. A poor theme
can frustrate visitors and limit your site.

e Key Selection Criteria:
e Mobile Responsiveness: Your site must work perfectly on all devices, as mobile
users account for 55% of web traffic.

e Loading Speed: Lightweight themes improve site performance.

e Regular Updates: Active development ensures the theme remains secure and
compatible.

e Beginner-Friendly Themes: Consider themes like Astra, GeneratePress, OceanWP, or
Kadence, which are fast, customizable, and well-supported.

Which theme selection criteria should be prioritized for a
successful WordPress site?

A
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Essential Criteria Beginner-Friendly Themes

Ensure site functionality Simplify site development
and performance and support



5. Setting Up Automated Backups

Without reqgular backups, your site is vulnerable to complete data loss from hacking, server
failures, or other crashes. This could wipe out months of content, customer data, and SEO
rankings.

Use a reliable backup plugin like UpdraftPlus, schedule daily automated backups, and store
copies in multiple off-site locations like Google Drive or Dropbox.

How should you protect your WordPress site data?

A
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Regular Backups No Backups

Protect against data loss Risk of losing everything

6. Implementing Google Analytics

If you don't set up Google Analytics, you will be blind to your website's performance.
Analytics provides data-driven insights into your audience and content strategy.

You can track key metrics like page views, traffic sources, bounce rates, and user
demographics. The easiest way to install it is by using a plugin like MonsterInsights.

How should you monitor your website's performance?

A
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Google Analytics No Analytics

Provides data-driven Leaves you blind to website
insights and key metrics performance



7. Creating a Contact Form

A contact form is an essential tool for converting visitors into leads and serves as a
professional point of contact. It also helps reduce spam by not exposing your email address
publicly.

Popular and easy-to-use plugins include WPForms and Contact Form. Always test your form

to ensure notifications are working correctly.

Which contact form plugin should you use for your WordPress site?

A
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WPForms Contact Form 7
User-friendly interface and Highly customizable and
drag-and-drop functionality HGE

8. Building an Email List from Day One

An email list is a critical asset for long-term success, as it gives you a direct connection to an
engaged audience. Email marketing often has higher conversion rates than social media and
allows for direct, personalized communication without algorithm restrictions.

Offer valuable lead magnets like free guides or discounts to encourage sign-ups, and use
tools like MailChimp or ConvertKit to manage your list. Don't wait to start; begin building your
list from the day you launch.



Which marketing strategy should be prioritized for higher
conversion rates?

A
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Email Marketing Social Media Marketing
Direct, personalized Algorithm-dependent with
communication with higher lower conversion rates

conversion rates

9. Regularly Updating Your Website

Reqularly updating your WordPress core, themes, and plugins is a crucial security measure.
Neglecting updates can expose your site to malware, data breaches, and broken
functionality.

Updates patch security vulnerabilities, fix bugs, and improve performance. Always create a
backup before applying major updates.

10. Optimizing for Search Engines (SEO]

Many beginners overlook SEO, which limits their ability to attract organic traffic.

e On-Page SEO: Install an SEO plugin like Yoast SEO or Rank Math50. Create unique title
tags, write compelling meta descriptions, structure content with header tags, and
optimize images with descriptive alt text.



e Technical SEO: Create an XML sitemap, enable an SSL certificate for a secure
connection, and use SEO-friendly URLs. Regularly check Google Search Console for
performance insights and potential issues.

Which SEO strategy should be prioritized for website

optimization?
/1
VS
Z
On-Page SEO Technical SEO
Focuses on content and Focuses on website
user experience structure and security

11. Ignoring Image Optimization

Uploading large, unoptimized images directly from a camera or stock photo site can severely
slow down your website.

e Best Practices:
e Resize images to the exact dimensions needed before uploading.

e Compress images using tools like TinyPNG or plugins like Smush.
e Use descriptive file names and alt text for SEO benefits.

e Consider converting images to next-gen formats like WebP.

How to optimize images for WordPress websites?
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V
Traditional Methods Modern Approaches
Focus on basic resizing and Emphasize advanced

compression formats and SEO



12. Avoid Creating Plugin Conflicts

Installing multiple plugins with overlapping functionality—such as two SEO plugins or multiple
caching plugins—can cause errors or even crash your site. Stick to a minimal list of essential
plugins from reputable developers.

If you encounter an error, the fastest way to troubleshoot is to deactivate all plugins and
reactivate them one by one to identify the source of the conflict.

How to manage WordPress plugins for optimal
performance?

VS
%

Minimal Plugins Multiple Plugins
Ensures stability and Risks conflicts and errors
performance

13. Neglecting Website Security

WordPress powers over 40% of the web, making it a prime target for hackers62. Assuming
your site is secure by default is a dangerous mistake.

e Essential Security Measures:

e Strong Authentication: Use complex passwords and enable two-factor
authentication (2FA). Change the default "admin” username to something
unique.

e Security Plugins: Install a reputable security plugin like Wordfence or Sucuri to
get a firewall and malware scanning capabilities.

e Regular Maintenance: Keep WordPress, themes, and plugins updated, perform
regular malware scans, and remove unused admin accounts.

e Server Security: Choose a host with strong security features and disable file
editing from the WordPress admin panel.



Which security measures should be prioritized for WordPress?
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Proactive Security Reactive Security
Implement strong Focus on regular
authentication and security maintenance and server

plugins security
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